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18,000 to 19,000 feet for some distance beyond the
Karakorum Pass, after which it trends southwards, and
again rises to imposing heights along the southern edge
of the Tibetan plateau. The snow-line seems to rise on
the north side to 18,000, on the south to 18,600 feet,
and the Karakorum Pass leading from the Shayok valley
to Yarkand is no less than 18,200 feet above sea-level.
The Karakorum, rather than the more northern Kuen-lun,
forms the true water-parting between the inland Asiatic
and southern drainage. All the streams flowing from
its southern slopes make their way through the Indus
to the Indian Ocean, while those rising on its north
side belong to the closed basins of Tibet or Eastern
Turkestan.

In 1887 Captain Younghusband wound up his long
ramblings of 7000 miles around and across Central
Asia by passing from Kashgaria to India by the shortest
but far most difficult route, which leads over the Mustagh
Eange by two passes of that name, (the Old and New),
neither of which had previously been crossed either from
the north or from the south by any European traveller.
Striking south from Yarkand, this explorer reached Dora
on the Upper Yarkand-darya by the Tisnaf river valley
and the comparatively easy Tupa Dawan (10,400 feet)
and Chiragh Saldi (15,000 or 16,000) Passes. Beyond
Dora the track led over the Aghil Dawan (16,000 to
17,000) Pass down to the Shaksgam, a hitherto unknown
head-stream of the Yarkand, which is fed by the snows
of Ghusherbrum and Godwin-Austen, and which, after
its junction with the Sarpo Leggo from the Mustagh
glaciers, joins the main stream below Dora. Prom the
heights above the Shaksgam valley a superb view was
obtained of the Mustagh-Karakorum Mountains, whose
aspect, seen from this point, "is extremely bold and
rugged, as they rise in a succession of needle peaks
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